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p=oagn Haye been a long 
DRY IN time your debtour, 
venerable Brother & 
fellow Biſhop Pax» 
limes, for the Letters you ſent ,,,,,, 
me by the ſeryarts of our molt may. of 
religious ſiſter Flora, wherein OG 
you propounded a queſtion , place 
viz. Whither it profits any one - — 
after his deceaſe , to have his 9y o* 1e- 
bedy buried at the memory of —_ 
A 2 ſome 


P..4) Ex 
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ſome Saint, For this, it ſeems, 
the above mentioned widow 
had enquired of you, concern- 
ing her ſonne deceaſed in thoſe 
parts : to whom you had re» 
turned anſwer to her comfort; 
ſignifying withall , that the 
thing was accompliſhed,which 
with ſuch maternall and pious 
affection ſhe defired ; name- 
ly, to haye the corps of the 
faichfull youth C yneging de- 
parred, put in the Church of 
the moſt bleſſed Confefſour 
Felix : by occaſhion whereof 
it came to paſſe, that you writ 
alſo at the ſame time to me 
by the ſame meſſengers, inti- 
mating the queſtion aboye- 
ſaid, and demanding my opi- 
nion therein , yet in ſuch man» 
ner, as you do not altogether 
conceal your own, For you 
lay, the deſire of thoſe — 
an 
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religious minds, which pro- 
cure ſuch things to be done for 


them , ſeem not to you to be 

akogether vain ; and chat the 

cuſltome of the Catholick  _.. 
oreth's 

Church, which i to pray for The eu- 

the dead cannot be to no pur- - ve of 

pole : 1o as, that eyen thence Church 

we ought to conjecture , that {5 P*Y 

itisof ſome ayail for a man dead. 

after his death, if by his faith- 

full friends living ſuch a place 

be provided for the interment 

of his body, as may procure 

him the afſiltance or patronage 

of ſome Saint, But you lay, 

withall , that although this be age of 

lo, yet you ſee not {ufficiently _ 

how the opinion can be recon= for the 

aled to that of the Apolile , dead, 

who faith, We ſhall all ſtand 

at (briſts Tribunall, that e- 

very one may receive according 

to what he hath done in his bo- 
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Saint 
Augult. 
in bis 
Enchiri- 
dion ad 
Lauren- 
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Q whither it be good or evil, 

oc ſay you, without all 
doubt this ſentence of the A- 


polile doth tell us, that That 


which ſhall profit us after 
death,muſt be done before,viz. 
in our life, therefore not then 


to be done, when eyery ones | 


to receive for what he hath 
done already. 

Bur the difficulty is reſolyed 
thus ; namely, that it is procu- 
red by the manner of life which 
we lead here 1m the body , that 
ſuch Things as theſe ſhould do 
us good after we are departed : 
and to it holds true (till , that 
according to things done in the 


_ 


body men receive , yea when | 
they receive benefit by what's | 
= 


tium chap. 110+ aſſerts theſe chreefold ſorrs of 
Chriſtians, whereof the middle (ort is onely ct 
pable ot help after this life, which clearly con- 
cludes Pargatory, 


done 


5 
done for them religiouſly after 
their deceale. For it muſtbe 
confeſt, there are ſome ſorts of 
men, to whom the doing of 
ſuch Things as theſe would be 
of no adyantage at all, to wit, 
exher thole who haye lived to 
ll, that they deſerye not to be 


| holpen by them, or thole who 


haye lived ſo well, they 
need not. Icis therefore by the 
manner of life which every one 
leadeth i this body, that the 
things religiouſly done for 
them after the body, do cither 
profit or not profit at all, For 
certainly, if no merit be acqui- 
red in this life, by which tuch 
Things may be rendred proft- 


table ro a man after his death ; woe, 


it were then, that is to lay, at- 
ter he 15 dead,in yain to leek it, 


So we lee, neither the offics of #2 office 
0 
the Church , nor our own Cale 244, 
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Maccha- 
bees al- 
ledged 
for Scri 
prure- 


6 
of our deceaſed friends is idle 


or vain ; and yetthat it is true, 
that every one receiveth ac- 
cording to thoſe Things which 
he hath done in the body, whis 
they it be good or evil, our 
Lord himſelf rendring unto &= 
very one according tohis works, 
For as we ſay , it is procured 
by the life- a man leadeth in 
the body,that what is thus done 
for him, ſhould profit him at- 
ter his body is dead. And to 
have ſaid onely thus much 
might I conceive, be a ſufhci- 
ent anſwer to your demand : 
but by reaſon of ſome other 
Things, which ſeem to me not 
unworthy our conſideration , 
I ſhall craye your attention yet 
a lictle further. 

We reade in the Book of 
Macchabees , That ſacrifice 
was offered for the dead. And 


though 


—_——— ws was =» 9 '—Y 


= 
though it were not found at all * > 
in any place of the antient Scri- 
pure, yet the Authority of the 
waiverſall Church, which us 
clear for this cuſtome , is not 


lightly to be regarded ; where fall cu- 
inthe =__ which the Prieſt *mec of 


maketh unto our Lord God, 


ſtanding at his eAltar, recomr dead 
mendation of the dead hath irs fo th 


due place, 


Cnar. Il. 


E muſt therefore 

ſomewhat more di- 
ligently enquire into the point 
s_ a Vis Whither the 
place of buriall may be any ad- 
vantage to a deceaſed ſoul ? 
And firſt, we ſhall not fo much 
look upon the common opi- 
nion, as examine : according to 
the ſacred Scriptures of our re- 


aSif torſooth 


Chriſtians might 
under their hands, 


d 
who 


Figion, Whither indeed it ad- 
deth any thing to the mikc 
and affliction of mens ſouls at- 
ter this life, if their bodies be 
wot bueried at all. 
all doubt , that which Virgil 
ſome where faith is of little 
Zneid,s truth, that the. ſouls of unbu- 
ried people are forbidden the 
paſſage of the Infernall Rayer, 


Our of 


They might not croſs that fi'ent fiream 
of borrid Phlegethon, 
Till Superflition bad compos'd 
the Urns of every one. 
For what Chriſtian heart 
can be moyed with ſuch ficti- 


ons?ſecing our Lord Jeſus,that 


ſecurely 
for ſom 


time were to haye power over 
their bodies, aſlures then that 
mot an bair of 


ſbonld periſh ; and therefore ex- 


their head 


hotrts 


9 
horts them not to fear thoſe 
who after 'hey have killed the 
body have na more to do. Upon 
which ſubject,in my firſt book 
of the City of God,1 ſuppoſe I 
may have ſpoken ſufficiently 
to ſtop their mouths , who 
charged the Chriſtians with 
the calamities of thoſe times , 
eſpecially that which Rome 
ſuffered by thole barbarous 
people, yea objetted that 
Chriſt either could not , or 
would not help his own; to 
whom when as I replycd, that 
the (ouls of the taithfull people 
were at that time largely re- 
warded by Chriſt for Ln ſuf- 
ferings, they obzeRed again, or 
rather reproached me with 
the: diſhonour of their un* 
buried bodies : whereupon I 
was forced to inlarge my elf 
ſorvewhat upon that ſubject , 


CONger n= 


IO 


concerning the buriall of men, 
which 1 will here ſet down in 
« the words I then uſed. Nei- 
© ther indeed was it pollible , 
* they ſhould all be buried in 
&* ſuch a ruine of Carcaſes.Nor 
* will a pious man whobe- 
« leeyeth that ſaying of our 
« Sayiour much fear this, nor 
* think that beaſts, which by 
&« chance deyour their bodies, 
« can at all prejudice their Re» 
« ſurreCtion , wo aſlured , 
© that not anhair f their head 
* ſhall periſh. For he who is 
«© Truth it ſelf would never 
«haye faid, Fear not them 


* which kill the body, but 


* cannot kill the ſoul, if it 


* could beany prejudice to the 
« future life of the Saints, that 
« which their enemies do to 
*their bodies here. Unlefle 
*« peradycnture a man _ 


' 


II 


* he fo ablurd, asto contend, 
* that we ought not before our 
« death to fear them which kill 
« the body , viz, leaſt they 


' *ſhould kill ir, bur yer that 


« we ought to fear, leaſt after 
*death they ſhould not ſuffer 
* that body to be buried which 


* ©they have already killed. 


| 


' 
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« For then certainly it were not 
*true which Chriſt fayes, 
« They which kill the body , 
* have no more to do, if fo be 
*they could do any thing 
*more towards the dead car- 
«caſe, that were to be regard- 
« ed. But God forbid, that an 

«thing ſhould be falſe which 
7ehe Truth hath ſpoken. For 
A we ſay, they which kill, do 
«ſomething While they kill the 
* body , becauſe in the bod 

* there is ſenſe and ſome feel- 
* ing, While it js to be yr 
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« but that afterwards they 


« baye mo more to do, becaule 


fin a body already killed | 


« there is no ſerie at all, 


« Wherefore many bodies of | 


* good Chriſtians have hap- 
« pened to want buriall, but 
*« none of them could be eycr 
*excluded from heaven and 
* earth both, which he totally 
*« fillech with his prelence,who 
* beſt knoweth, how and 


« whence to reſtore again that 


* which he once made, It 1s 
* faid indeed in the Pialmes, 
*« They expoſed the Bodresof thy 
© ſervants for meat tothe fouls 
** of the air, and the fleſh of thy 
« Saints to the beaſts of the 
* land, they poured out thei! 


*« bloud like water round about | 


* Hierwſalem, and there was 
* xone that would bury them. 
© But this was ſpoken rather to 


| « 


F* 


[ 


aggrayats 
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| __—_ the cruelry of thoſe 


did ſuch things, then to 


intimate = unhappinefle in 


«them which ſuffered : For 
«although ſuch things as thele 
« may ſeem hard, yea horri- 
© ble in the eyes of men, yer 
ce precious doubtlefle 12 the 
« fight of the Lord « the death 
«© of þ1s Saints. 

« And therfore all theſe par- 
*ticulars, that is to ſay, pro- 
« yifion of a Funerall, the qua= 
* liry of Sepulture, the pomp 
*2nd magnificence of Exequies 
&« may {cem rather to be, as it 
« were, comforts of the liy- 
* ing, then any helps for the 
« dead. For ceitainly if a flate- 
«ly Buriall could of ic (elf any 
« thing adyantage a wicked 
&* man, to be pootly buried, or 
« not buried at al would be 
« ſome prejudice to a good ; 

which. 


Luc. 16. 


I4 
* which we know to be falſe; 
* for doubtleſſe that rich glut« 
© toninthe Goſpell, who was 
* clothed inpurple and fared ſo 
* deliciouſly every day, when 
* hedied, had a very fumptu- 
* ous Funerall made him by 
* his kindred and ſcryants; bur 
*« yet far more glorious inthe 
« fight of God was that given 
*unto the poor begger by the 
* hands of Angels, who carti- 
«ed him out not unto an 

« Tomb of Marble, but (to the 
* place where he defired to be) 
* 1nto the boſome of Abraham, 
* Tis true,thole againſt whom 
*« we have undertaken to de- 
* fend the City of God, laugh 
* atthele things, —— 
* eyen their own Philoſophers 
« oftentimes haye ſeem'd to 
© make as little account of the 
*-rites of Sepulture;and whoke 
Axmies 


I5 
« Armies of men, when they 
« come into the field with relo- 
* lution to dy for their tempo- 
*rall countryes, of all things 
« mind leafl where their bo- 


| «(ies fall, or what beaſts ſhall 
| * deyour them ; yea the Poets 
| «* themlelyes not without ap- 
| > —_ haye been heard to 


c«c 


ay, Heaven covers him who 


« hath ns Cofin:how much lefle — 


* ought they then to inſult over 
« Chriſtans concerning their 


« bodies lying unburied , to 
| * whom they cannot but kaow, 


*reſtauration of their fleſh 
«and of all the members of 
« their body is promiled , by 
« him who is ſufficiently able 
«to doit, yea and ſhall be in 
* 2 moment perfe&tly made 
« 2ood unto them , whether 
* from the carth,or from chole 
* remotelt receptacles of _ 
CIC 
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< elements, into which the ſub» 
« ſtance of their bodies by ne- 
« yer ſo many changes, and 
« changes upon changes may 
<< be retired, | 


EakwIHMHk 


VV Hich yet we ſpeak 
6 not to the intent 
* the bodies of men,cipecially 
* thole of the Faithfull and 
*« Juſt, ſhould be negleRted 
« after death, and throws out 
* of ſight as ſome other com- 
« mon carcaſes, for as much as 
« the Holy Ghoſt hath been 
« pleaſed to uſe them in their 
* tmes as his own organs or 
* inſtruments wwo all good 
* works. For if but a ring, yelt- 
« ment, or ſore other thirg 
&« belonging to our Father be 
« yery dear unto us , and lo 
much 
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* much the more , by how 
« much our naturall afteRion 
«was greater and more lively 
« towards him ; in no ſort cer- 
* rainly may the bodies of men 
« be deſpiled, which we carry 
« about us much moreintrinſe- 
« cally and oearly united then 
«any yeltment whatloever : 
« for our bodies pertain not un» 
* to matter of omament or any 
* extrinſecall help, bur to the 
« yery ſubſtance of our nature. 
« Whence it is alſo, that the 
« Funeralls of juſt menin old 
«time, were performed with 
« a great deal of piety & care; 
cc _— lolemaly cele- 
© brated,and the places of their 
&« buriall with much diligence 
« provided, yea themſelves in 
&« their life time, would fre- 
«* quently giye command con- 


. Gen. 2 
*cerning the burying and re- ,,..., 


moving 


I, 
w , 


1K 


** moying of their bodies aftet 
*<rtheir death, as there was 


Tob.z. K SITY 
oÞ.2.12 « cauſe. And Tobias is com« 


« mended by no lefle Tefti- 
* mony then of an Angel, to 
« have merited with God, for 
*«that he was diligent to bury 
«rhe dead. Yea our Loid 
« himſelf, ( although he were 
*to rile again within three 
« dayes after his Paſſion ) yet 
* comended the care the good 
* woman had of his buriall, 
«and commanded that the 
*« good work ſhe had done in 
« providing ſuch _ oint= 
« ments to imbalm his body , 
« ſhould be preached, to her 
* praile all the world oyer : 
« & there is honourable men*- 
* tion made in the Goſpel of 
« thole who took down the 
*« body of our Lord from the 
*« Crofle, and gave it m—_ 
A 


| 


I9 
{ © All which Authorities yer 
' «arenotto teach us, that there 
« is any ſenle indead bodies , 
« but onely, ſeeing that ſuch 
« offices of piety are pleaſing 
* to God,they fignifie untous, 
« that eyen the dead bodies do 
© pertain unto the divine Pro- 
« yidence, and this the rather 
« to confirm our Faith in che 
© Reſurretion. And hence al- 
* {o we may learn not unpro- 
« fitably, how great reward 
* there may be for ſuch Alms 
* as we giye unto living peo- 
« ple, when eyen that which is 
6 Cd upon the dead and 
<« hhyelefle members is nor loſt 
« with God. There are indeed 
* ſome other particulars, which 
* the Holy Patriarchs who 
« ſpeak them, would have to 
*be underſtood concerning 
« the buriall and tranſlating of 
their 


20 


« their bodies after death, as 
* ſpoken by a propheticall ſpi 
« rit but this is no place to treat 
« of them, ſecing that which 
* we have deliver'd already 
« may ſuffice. For if thoſe 
« things which are neceſlary 
&« to the ſuſtenance of the liv» 
* ing, and cannot be wanted 
* but with great diffculty, as 
« yictualls, apparell ec. yer 
«*« do neyer ( when they are 
* wanted ) violate or oyer- 
* throw the virtue of patience 
*in good people, nor extit- 
* pate piety quite out of the 
*« mind, but rather exerciſe and 
© revive it;zmuch lefle doubtleſs 
* can thoſe things, w® are uſu- 
*« ally expended inFuneralls & 
« Exequies upon decealed per- 
« ſons, ( when they happen to 
*« be wanting) make thoſe per- 
« ſons milcrable, who are al- 
ready 


6 
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/ 


21 


« ſetled and at reſt in 

« thofe ſecret Tabernacles of 
« the juſt, And therefore when 

*jr{o fell out inthe deyaſtati- 

«on of that great City and of 
« the adjacent Towns that the 

« bodies of good chriſtians had 
* not Buriall, we may not pre- 

« ſently charge eitherthe living 

« with any crunc chereabour , 
« who could not helpic, nor 

« yet the dead with any great 

«misfortune, who were as lit- 

«tle ſenſible of it. This is my 

inion concerning the matter 
Sepulture in generall. which 

I have therefore tranſla:ed into 
this book out of that other of 
the City of God, in regard ir 
was ſomething more caſte for 
me to repeat it in this, then to 
deliver it in a new manner. 


CHAP, 
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Cnua?».1T01l. 


Ow if this be fo, ſure- 

ly allo the proviſion of 
place for the burial of bodies at 
the monuments of Saints mult 
have ſomething in it ; it muſt 
be at lcaft an argument of fome 
good humane affetion toward 
our friends, whoſe funeralls 
we celebrate : and if it be ſome 
kind of Religion to bury them 
at all, certainly to have care ih 
what place we bury them can- 
not but be of like merit. But 
yet, when ſuch comforts as 
thefe are procured by the liv- 
ing.(Oy which indeed their pi- 
ous aftetion toward their de- 
ceaſed friend is ſafficiently de- 
clared to ſurviye ) yer fay, I 
perceive not, for my part, any 
adyantage coming thereby un- 
to 


I 
y 
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! to the dead,unleſle it be in this 


onely reſpect,namely,chatwhen 
men remember where the bo- 
dies ofthe ir deceaſed friends 


| are placed, they may in ther 


p__ recommend them unto 
od more effeQually bythein- 
terceſſhon of thoſe Saints unto 
whole patronage theymayleem 


by the place of their Buriall, to *#:192- 
be received; which yet allo they Saints 
might, if they lealed,yery wel =_ 

; do,luppofang they were not in- whende- 
terred in ſuch places. Neither ®*- 


are thoſe more eminent Sepul- 
chres of the dead called Ae + 
mories or Monuments tor any 
other reaſon, then becaule they 
do as it were, renew or prelerye 
the remembrance of ſuch per- 
ſons , as are by death with- 
drawn from the common con- 
verfation of men, and to hin- 
&r, that they periſh not alto» 

. B gether 


Souls rc- 
comm eE- 
ed unto 
tt e Mar, 
Sit 


24 
gether as much in the minds of 
their friends ; as they ſeem loſt 
to their eye. For the very name 
k] memory imports this clear- 
, and a Monument is lo cal- 
led; becaule it admoniſheth , 
or, as it were, prompteth the 
mind to ſorpething, which is 
fit ro be thought on. For which 
xealon alſo, the tame thing web 
we calla Memory or Mony- 
ment, the Greeks call wmuner , 
from wen 2 Which in their lan» 
guage is as mich as remem- 
rance With us. W henſoever 
therefore the mind of a man 
remembers where the body of 
ſcme dear friend is buryed , if 
the place which comes to mind 
be allo venerable andrenown'd 
for the name of lomeMartyr,in- 
ſtantly without more adoe the 
good afteftion of him that re- 
members this , in his prayers 


Ic 
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recommendeth the ſoul it loyed 
wnto the ſame Martyr : which 
affeionyer, when it is exhibir« 
ed by faithfull and dear friends 
unto people departed , t 
moah.ras. before their rey 
cure merited, that it ſhould 
£ availeable to them : And 
therefore where neceffiry ſuf- 


Fers not either that bodyes be 


buryed atall, or not in ſuch 


places as theſe , yet prayer for prayer 


the fouls departed is never pre- 


termuted, which the Church parted. : 


of God , as it were , ingageth 
her ſclf to performe , art leaſt 
under a generall Commemora- 
tion , without parcicular men- 
tion of names , in behalf of 
all thole who are departed in 
the Chriſtian Catholick Com- 
mlinion , to the intent that by 
the care of one pious & Com- 
won Mother unto all , ſupply 

B 2 may 
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may bee made of ſuch goodof- 
fices , wherein poſhbly our 
friends , kindred , Children or 
parents may be defective to» 
wards us. SO that indeed, in 
caſe thele ſupplications wee 
ſpeak of ( which are uſually 
= in right faith and piety 
for the dead)(hould bee want- 
ing , or not made at all , I for, 
my part _ it would not 
much profit a mans {oul, to 
have his body buryed in a 
holy place, 


» 3 Y Wh A 


OO — (to 4 
rurn to our putpole 

when as this Ge Mage 
deſired to haye the body of 
her faithfull Child pur io the 
Church of a Martyr , this de- 
fire of hers was a kind of 


prayer 
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yer , foras much as ſhee 

leeyed his ſoul might re- es 
ceive help by the merits of the ceiving 
Martyr. And this was that gp 4 
which profited if any thing did rirs of 
profic at all. So When the **< Mar: 
Mother afterwards remem- S. Aug. 


bers the fame ſepulchre , and in __ 


her prayers more and more in- prayer 


n or the 
ſtantly recommends her Sonne, 4.4 is 


it is not the place of the dead very pro” 
body , but the Mothers lively —_ 
affection, (perhaps excited and he was 
—_— y the memory of er the 
the place) which ſwccours the ther the 
ſou! of the deceaſed.For doubt- in any 
lels it doth not unproficably uu 
concern the religious mind a be 
of one that prayeth to conſider - _— 
at once , both who is recom- ke much 
mended , and to whom he is = = 
recommended , Eyen as we that al- 
ſee men that pray , do com- [% 39d 


monly lo dipole the members every 
B 3 of ſtrongly. 


# 
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of their body.as uſually is moſt 
proper and eftectuall for ſup» 
liants to do, as when they 
bend their knees , when the 
ſpread their hands, when they 
prolirate” their bodies on the 
ground, or do any other viſible 
action of that nature;although, 
I fay, their inviſible will and 
hearts intention be known well 
enough unto God, who needs 
none of theſe ſigns to make 
him ſee what is 1n the heart of 
man.yet certainly the man who 
prayech, doth move himtielf to 
pray, to lament, to grieye by 
tluch motions and poſtures as 
thole, much more humbly , 
much more feryently and l - 
voutly then otherwile he 
would. Yca,and how it comes 
to pals I know not, lecing thele 
motions of the body are not 
made but by ſome precedent 
motion 
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motion of the mind yer certain 
it is, that by thele exrernall 
ations viſibly done, that o- 
ther invihble motioa which 
cauled them , is reciprocally 
increaſed, and this means 
that aftection of mind which 
preceded chole Actions as the 
cauſe of chem, is it ſelf alſo in- 
crealed, becauſe they are done : 
and yet notwith(tanding,when 
it happens that a man is held 
in fuch fort, or perhaps tyed by 
conſtraint , that he cannot fl 
diſpoſe his corporall members 
as willingly he would, his in- 
teriour man cealeth not there- 
fore to pray, nor yer to pro- 
firate himlelt before Almighty 
God in the more lecret Cabi- 
net of a contrite heart, 

In like manner truly it much 
imports,where a man can place 
the dead body of him , for 
B 4 whole 
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Obſerve whoſe ſoul he intends to ſup- 
i", mat _ , 

ie ck plicate almighty God ; becauſe 
— Loh his precedent affeRion 
wherthe did chuſe an holy place , and 
poey «4, allo having pur the body there, 
the remembrance of the ſame 

place reyives and increaſes that 
affeRtion which preceded it. 

Bur nevertheleſſe a religious 

friend being determined to giye 

buriall to him whom he loy- 

eth, although he cannot per- 

haps obtain to bury him = - 

he would, yet let him not by 

any means forbear neceſlary 

rayets in his recommendation: 

for whatſocyer becometh of 

the dead body, the Reſt of hu 

——_ ſoul muſt be procured: whigh 
to bee foul of his, when ir lett the bo- 


even dy> carricd its ſenſe along with 


fr : ; : 
_ Kt, by which is diſtinguiſhed in 


what condition every One is 
after death, whither good or 
eyil, 
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euil,Nor doth theſpirit of man 
afrer departure expect, that its 
life ſhould be any way relieved 
now by that fleſh, to which it 
- ſelf, when time was, afforded 
life ; which life at the hour of 
death it carried away with it 
ſelf, and ſhall reſtore again , 
when it returnes. For this is 
certain, the fleſh procures not 
the merit ofRelurreAHion to the 
ſpirit bur the ſpirit ro the fleſh, 
Whither it reyiyes unto pain or 


glory. 
Cnuar, VI. 


E read in the Chroni- 
VV: is of the Church , 
which Emſebins wrote in 
Greek, and after him R«ffinws 
tranſlated mto Latine, tnat the 
bodies of ſome Martyrs in 
France were thrown unto dogs, 
B 5 and 
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and that what the dogs left of 
them together with their yery 
bones was afterwards conlum- 
ed with fire,and the aſhes caſt 
into the river R hoſne ; lo that . 
not the leaſt part of them could 
remain for memory. Which 
we cannot imagine was per- 
mitted by the Divine Proyi- 
dence for any other realon.then 
to teach Chriſtians , that by 
them, who for the honour and 
Confeſſion of Chriſt do de- 
ſpiſe their own lives, the want 
of buriall after death is leaſt of 
all ro be regarded. For out of 
all doubt this thing, which was 
executed with (o great cruelty 
upon theMartyrs bodies, would 
neyer haye been ſuffcred by 
God, if the yiorious Souls 
thcmlelyes could thereby haye 
been hindered of their C—_ 
and reſt, Hence therefore it is 
clearly 
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clearly manifeſt, that our Lord 
laying Fear not thoſe who kill 
the body, and have no more to 
- do, meant not,that men ſhould 
; a& nothing upon the bodies of 
his ſervants deceaſed, as well 
as: living, but that whatſoever 
they ſhould be ſuffered to do, 
nothing ſhould be done, that 
might difturb their happineſſe, 
nothing that ſhould afte& 
them with any ſenſe of grief, 
nothing that ſhould Linder the 
perfe& reſurre&ion and reftau- 
ration of their bodies in due 
ume, 
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Cnar. VIl. 


LL which cotwithſand- 
*A.ing, by reaſon of that 
naturall and inbred affeRion 
which is in men, in reſpe& 
whereof it is ſaid that wo mar 
ever hated his own fleſh,ifthey 
eiye that any thing be like- 

Þ aftercheir death to be want- 
ing unto their bodies , which 
the ſolemnity of funerall 
would require at leaſt accord- 
ing tothe cuſtome of the coun- 
erey and _ where they hye, 
*we ce, they cannot forbear to 
be fad like men, and (ollicitous 
for that proviſion touching 
their bodies before death , of 
which,, when they are once 
dead, they ſhall not Be ſenſible 
atall. Yea fo far doth this ex+ 
tend, that in the book of Kimgs 
Lk 
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weread, how God 'Almighty 
himſelf by one Prophet threat- 
neth another, who had tran(- 
efled his command, that his 
y ſhould not be buried in 
the Sepulchre ot his Fathers, 
The words of Scripture are 


theſe. Thus ſaith our Lord, , neg, 
Foraſmuch as thou haſt diſo- 132% 


beyed the mouth of owr Lord , 
and haſt not kept the Com 
mandment which our Loyd thy 
God commanded thee , but 
cameſt back, and haſt eaten 
bread, and drank water, in 
the place in which our Lord 
commanded thee not to cat 
bread , nor drink, water , thy 


carcaſe ſhall not be bro 
to the ſepulchre of 


ht in- 


« 
by Far 
thers, W hich puniſhment, if 
we conſider it according to 
the Golpel , where ( as hath 
been often ſajd ) we axe taught 


not 
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not to feaxy after our departure, 
any thing that may be done 
ro our dead members, it will 
ſcarce ſeem to be any puniſh- 
ment at all : but if we refle& 
upon that humane affeRtion , 
which all men naturally bear 
to their own fleſh , a man can 
hardly chooſe but be contriſta- 
ted, even while he liyeth , for 
that, which when he is dead , 
he ſhall not feel. In this reſpe& 
therefore it was a puniſhment 
untothe Propher,thathe could 
not forbear to grieye at preſent , 
for that which ſhould after- 
ward befail his body , though 
when it ſhould indeed befall , 
he were ſure enough to haye 
no ſenſe of it. For the will of 
our Lord doubtleſſe was to 
chaſtiſe his ſeryant thus far one- 
ly, who had tranſgreſſed his 
command, not ſo much by any 
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rticular pravity of his own 
will, as through the fallacy of 
another who deceived him , 
and made him think he had o- 
beyed the command of Gud, 
when he did not. And it were 
very hard to think otherwile, 
as that bis body beiag killed 
by the tearings of that beaſt, 
his foul Mould alſo be plucked 
away at the ſame time tothe 
torments of hell. No, we [ce 
the Lyon which killed him be- 
came inſtantly his Guardian , 
and defended his body from 
the rayening of other bealts, 
yathe yery Aſſe on which he 
rode, 1emained untouched , 
ſeeming to alhſt as it were, 
with an undaunted preſence, at 
the Funeralls. of his Maſter; 
which certainly was not with- 
out miracle , and an evident 
fign that the man of God in 
that 
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that caſe was corrected onely 
unto a temporall death, and 
not at all puniſhed afterward : 
not much unlike to that paſ- 
ſage of the Apoſtle, where ha- 
ving commemorated the infir- 
mities, yea deaths of many of 
the people, for ſom« particular 
offentes among them, he con- 
cludes at laſt thus, If we would 
judge our ſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged by our Lord , but 
when we are judged , we are 
ehaſtized by our Lord leſt we 
ſheuld be condemned with the 
world. And truly he who had 
deceived this Prophet, buryed 
him afterward in his own mo- 
gument with ſufficient henour, 
yea and took order befide,that 
imſelf might be afterwards 
buryed as near as might be un= 
to his co s, hoping, ( as we 
may chedio luppole ) _=_ 
Y 
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this means his own bones 
might be ſpared, when thetime 
ſhould come, according to the 
propheſie of this very man of 
God, that the ood King Fo- 
fas ſhould cauſe the bones of 
many dead people to be dif- 
mnterred, and thoſe idolatrous 
alrars which had been built un- 
to ſtrange Gods, in and about 
Hieruſalem,to be defiled there- 
with. For (o indeed itcame 
to paſſe : The Monwnent 
wherein this Prophet was bu- 
_ foretold thoſe things 
three hundred years before,and 
the Sepulcbre of him who de- 
ceived him, were ſpared. And 
ſo we ſee, out of that naturall 
affection by which eyery man 
loyes his own fleſh, this Pro- 


= was carefull to provide $,.F' 


or the remporall ſecurity of 
his body eyea after death , 
who 
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who yet by alye ( ſo much as 
in im lay ) cared not to haz- 
zard his foul for ever. In this 
rei pect therefore , that eyery 
one naturally Joveth his own 
fleſh, ic was ſome kind of pu- 
niſhment for the one to know, 

*that he ſhould not come to be 
buried in the Sepulchre of his 
fathers ; and in the other (if 

that had been all) a provi- 

dence not unworthy of com- 
mendation, viz. to lay his 
bones in a Sepulchre , which 
he was ſure none would yio- 
late, 


— — 
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CnaP. VIII, 


Je Martyrs indeed, while 

they fought tor the truth, 
nranquiſhed chis affe&tion ; and 
it was no maryell they ſhould: 
for they who could not be 0- 
yercome wich any torments 
they ſuffcred aliye, it had been 
very ſtringe, ſhould they have 
ſhrunk at any thing which was 
to follow after death, whereof 
they ſhould haye no ſeale. 
Doubcleſſe God Almighty, 
who ſuffered noc the Lyon to 
mich as to touch the Prophet 
after he was dead , but as ic 
were commanded him to gard 
that body which he had ſlain, 
could as eafily , if he had {6 
pleaſed, have kept off thole 
doges from the bodies of his 
ſeryants, he could haye terri- 
fied 


42 
fied by a hundred wayes the 
cruell minds of thoſe people, 
that they ſhould not have da- 
red either to burn their bodies, 
or to throw about their aſhes, 
Bur this was atryall of thoſe 
Saints not fit to be wanting to 
the reſt of their ſufferings, that 
the fortitude of their Confefht- 
on, Which was already well 
leen in not yielding to any tor- 
tures to faye their life , might 
yet be conſummated as it were, 
and perfected in this , that for 
Chriſts ſake they regarded as 
little the honour of Sepulture, 
remaining through their Faith 
in the Returre&tion, as lecure of 
their bodies, as they were of 
their fouls. And for this rea- 
ſon alfo it was fit that ſuch 
things ſhould be permitted to 
be done, that the Martyrs 
themlelyes by ſuch glorious 
com- 
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:ombats ſhould become fer- 


vent witneſſes of that Truth, 
which from our Saviour t 
had learned , namely, That 
which thus cruelly tyran- 
nized oyer their bodies, after 
death had no more to do ; ſee- 
ing that whatſoever they 
ſhould atrempt upon the bo- 
dies once yon. would be no- 
thing z aothing I fay, either in 
_— of the loul, which one» 
ly hath ſenſe, and was alread 
Graned; or in re{peRt of Gad 
the Creatour , whole provi- 
dence is ſuch , as nothing can 
be loſt which he hath made. 
And yet notwithſtanding , 
while theſe Martyrs themſelyes 
with infinuce courage ſuffered 
ſuch things, not caring ( for 
the loye of Chriſt ) what be- 
came of their bodies dead or 
alive; their fellow-brethren, = 
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reſt of the Chriſtians had great 
{orrow at the lame time, were 
much afflicted, that by reaſon 
hereof and of the extream yis 
gilance of their perſecutours , 
they could not perform the ho- 
nours of their tuneralls, no not 

ehrigi- lo much as to procure private- 

ans in [ythe leaſt Relick of them, as 

07 3. the ſame hiſtory ſheweth. So 

gence to as, When no ey1l at all touched 

Eli. them Who were killed , either 

«ks of thattheir bodies were torn in 

Saints, ; 

pieces, or their bones burnt, or 
their aſhes caſt abroad, yetin 
the living we ſce, there was 
much forrow and affliction , 
becauſe they were not ableto 
do that for their friends, which 
this naturall affeRion ſeemed 
to require: that is , there was 
in them a great deal of ſenſe for 
that, of which the dead had 
no {enie,and much compaſſion, 

| as 
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1s 1 may fo ſay, where indeed 
was no Paſſion at all. 


C249 EE 


—_— unto which kind 
of miſerable compaſſion, 
25 it may be called, we reade, 
thoſe men wer? highly com- 
mended b King David, who 
tad buried 

ſuch pity unto the dry bones of 5: 
Sawl ard Jonathan. But can 
any ' pity be ſhewen to them 
who have no lenle of miſery ? 
Or ſhall we fay , that this «- 
greeth with the opinion of Vir- 
gil, that decealed people can- 
not paſſe that river of Hell , 
cannot come at the Elyhan 
helds, nor be at reſt, till rheir 
bedics be buricd ? God for- 
bid that Chriftianicy ſhould 
admit tuch a Paradox. 1f that 
wcre 


, that is, ſhewed » Reg 3. 
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were true, millions of Martyrs 
were in a miſerable caſe, whole 
bodies were never buried, yea 
and the Truth it ſelf had much 
deceived them, ſaying , Fear 
not them who kill Ne bod , and 
afterward have no more to do, 
if they could do them fo great 
miſchief yer after death, as to 
hinder their paſſe unto their 
deſired reſt. t ſeeing this is 
ſo undoubtedly falſe , and that 
for certain the want of buryall . 
hurteth faithfull ſouls no more, 
then it doth adyantage an in- 
fidell to be buried ſumpruout- 
ly, what may the reaſon then 
be, that the good and religious 
King David ſhould fo highly 
commend them, who buried 
Saul and his fon? Cenainly 
it was nothing bat this, viz. { 
the good affection, with which 

their hearts were touched, who 

buried 
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buried them , and that it ſeem- 
ed to be aſfliction'to them , 
that ſuch calamity ſhould be- 
fall the bodies of others, as 


- outof that naturall love which 


all men bear to themlelyes,they 
would neyer wiſh to their 
own ; and that they were con- 
teat, yea ftudious, while th 
lived, and knew what they did, 
to exhibite thoſe good offices 
to others, though unſenſible of 
them, which they would be 
glad ſhould be performed to 
themlelves afterward , _ 
they alſo ſhould be palt all 
leale. of 
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CHAP, X. 


Ur there are certain viſions 

recounted , which ma 
us to moyeno inconſidera 

t in this point. For 
fay, that lindey deceaſed = 
ſons haye been known toa 
pear unto the living, not 
m their ſtee , but otherwi , 
and to tell rheir friends, who 
were otherwiſe ignorant of it , 
in what places their bodies lay 
unburied 3 ſeeming ro dehre b 
that thoſe duties which were 
wanting might be performed 
towards them. Now if we 
ſhould fay that theſe things 
were falſe, we mightbe thou 
to uſe more boldnefle then be- 
came us, bothin regard of the 
writings of ſome faithfull 
Chriftians who report it by 
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alſo in regard of the teſtimony 
and lenfible experience of thote 
to whom ſuch yifions haye 
bappened, We ſhall anſwer 
therefore, that it follows not, 
that the dead have any ſenſe at 
all of what is done to their bo» 
dies, becauſe they ſeem to ſpeak, 
w declare or defire ſuch and 
ſuch chings of men ia their 
ſleep. For eveathe living ma» 
ay times ap unto the liy- 


! ing while « ſleep , when 


themſelves know aot that they 
do appear, and afterward heas 
men relate wich great conft- 
dence the things which th 
dreamed, affirming that ach 
and ftch things they ſaw them, 
that is to ay, their friends that 
ſhould appear tothem, do or 
in theic ſleep, If there- 
» far inſtance fake, it be 
pdſſible for 2 man to ſee mein 
C 2 his 
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his ſleep, telling him,that ſome 
ſuch thing is done, 'or ſhallbe 
done, my elf in the mean time 
not knowing nor perceiving a- 
ny ſuch thing, yea lo little re- 
gatding what he dreams, that 

neither know nor care, whi- 
ther. ſuch a perſon ſleeps when 
] wake, or waketh when I 
fleep.or whitherit happens nor, 
that -we ſep or wakt both of 
us at that fame time, when he 
ſuppolerh he fees me in his 
Nleep: if I fay, this be poſſible, 
what wonder is it if the dead, 
without any reall ſenſe or 
knowledge of ſuch things 
themſelves, ſhould allo be ſeen 
of the living, yea and tell them 
ſomething , which when they 
wake they may find to betrue, 
I rather think indeed that all 
this is done by the miniſtery 
of ſome Angels, whither by 
diyine 
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divine - permiſhon onely oc 
cemmaud, that they fignifie 
ſuch chings unto men by way 
of viion, touching the burying 
of thoſe bodies, whole {pirits 
at that. time know not. any, 
thing what becomes -of their 
bodies. For this doubtleſle is 
not / alcogether unproficably 
done, whithzr we regard the 
comfort, of the living,co whom 
thole dead people bclong, 
whoſe Ghoſts do feem thus to 
appear, or the office of buriall 
It elf, which is matter of fo 
commendable charity even to 
mankind in general), that al- 
though the dead receive -no 
particular comfort thereby, yet 
it. cannot be wholly negleKed 
withour offence of Religion; 
ſometimes indeed men are 
much miſled by fallacious and. 
unaginary viſions, but they are. 

C 3 molt 
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moft commonly ſuch, as de- 
ſerve yulily tobe fo deluded ; 
as for example, when any one 
ſees in his dreams ſuch things 
as Kneas is reported tohave 
met with in his imaginary tra- 
yels through hell, and that the 
Ghoſt of ſome unburied- per- 
ſon ſhould appear to him, bep- 
ging the ſame things of kim, 
which Palinurus is fabled to 
have done of — 15to 
fay, the interrin 1s COTPS » 
= that ed he 
ſhould - indeed find the bo- 
dy in ſuch a place as was told 
him im his dream if becauſe he 
finds thus much of hisdream 
to be true, he ſhould fall ro 
think, that therefore mens bo- 
dies are buried, that the fouls 
thereby may paſſe unto thoſe 
places of reft, to which other- 
wile by the law of Hell they 


could 
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could not paſſe, who doubts 
bur chat this man ſhould grofs- 

deceive himſelf, and devyiare 
vom the T ruth? 


Ca wEsk 


Y* ſuch is the generall in- 


firmity of men.cthac when 
at any time happen to 
have 4 viſion in Ger Nleep of 
any dead perſon preſcntly they 
imagine the yery ſoul of ſuch a 
mn appears to them ; when 
45 ut ſame time, if they 
happen to dream of one, or fee 
one that is alive, they never 
rake it cither for body or foul, 
but as it is indeed, far a meer {ie 
militude of ſuch a man appear- 
ihg to them'; as if perchance i 
werenot akogether as poſſible, 
for the fimilitudes of ſouls, as 
we as of bodies, (m the abſence 
C 4, of 
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of the ſouls themſelves &with- 
our their knowledge thercof to 
be preſented to men in their 
dreams. 
This, which I am about to 
cell, when I was at Afilain, 


I heard reported for certain, 
A certain tb: was demanded 
of one by virtue of a writi 
under his deceaſed fathers hand 
which debt had been difcharg - 
ed by the Father liying , A 
lonne not knowing thereof, nor 
yet how to make it appear 
that it was diſcharged: he was 
theretore much troubled and 
_—_ at it, wondring Why 
is Father at his death, and at 
the making of his Teſtament | 
Mould not acquaint him with | 
that debr. Being thus in per- 
plexity, his Father in his lieep 
appears to him, and tels him 
where he ſhould find the dif- 
charge 
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charge of that debt recorded 3 
which- the ſonne accordingly 
ſeeking found and produced » 
and thereby not onely void 

the Action of debt, which was 
unjuſtly brought agaialt him , 
but allo recovered the writing . 
it ſelf, which his Father when 
he paid the mony, did not re- 
member to take our : In this 
caſe therefore it cannot but 
ſeem, that the ſoul of rhe 
Father had a care of his ſonne, 
{ by coming to him andcelling 
| him matter of importance , 
which himſelt knew not of, and 
thereby delivering him from a 
great deal of trouble, But at 
| theſametime that I heard this, 
; namely while 1 ſtayed at Mi- 
| lain, there happened at Car- 
| thage ſomething which makes 
me doubt:it was th's. Exlogine- 
the Rhetorician there, one,who 
C 4$ had 
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liad been formerly my ſcholar 
in that Art, ( as himſelf told 
the ſtory afterwards, when 

I Wascome again into Africk,) 
was reading to his Scholars 
Twllies books of Rhetorick, 
and peruſing the leſſon or place 
which he was to expound 
publickly the next day in the 
Schools, he met with one ob» 
ſcure paſſage in it, which he 
could not poflibly underſtand, 
and was therefore yery much 
plexed abour it, yea could 
take noreſt all that night, till, 
as he faid, I my ſelf appeared 
to him and told him the mean- 
ing of it z.yet certainly not I 
my ſelf, but ſome image or f1- 
militude of me; for. knew no» 
thing of the bufineſſe,] was far 
from him on the other fide of 
the ſea, buſed about other af- 
fair, had no thoughts,no care, 
not. 
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not ſo much as dream't, what 
my Schdlar might be doing, 
Now how thele things come to 
paſſe, I confefſe I Khow not, 
yer which way ſotytr they do, 
why may we not think, chat 
the a rances of the dead: 
atid living both, are, asit 
were, much ohe 46d che farne, 
effefed in ons and the fare 
manner, 5nd by one and rhe 
ſame mcans, that is, neither the. 
living nor the dead Knowing. 
at all , when theiiſfdyes of 
their ſnvJicudes do fo appear, 
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Or unlike unto dreams 
are the vions which 
ſome haye both living and wa- 
king, namely thoſe who are 
troubled in their mind, frantick 
or. diftempered people ; for 
ſuch many times we obſerve 
talking to themſelyes as unto 
Companions, ſometimes with 
ſuch as are abſent, as if chey 
were. preſent , and withgthe 


dead as if they were alive, and. 


this by reaſon of the [de's or 
forms of ſuch perſons or thi 

as by accident get into their 
fancy. But even as the liying 
themielyes in ſuch caſes, know 
not that they ſeem to appear 
and —_ i ſuch _—_ , 
who through diſtemper of 
mind do conceive themfelyes 
ro 
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to ſee and hear them;(tor in re- 
ality ſure they are neicher pe « 
ſent with them, nor talking to 
them, but. onely che poor men 
have ſuch phantaſms in their 
head which trouble them ,) fo 
alſo is it, when they timagine 
themſelyes to talk or converſe 
with any that be dead ; for the 
dead come not at them , nor 
do they know whither ſuch 
people think of them yea 
or no, 

And like unto this is. alſo 
another caſe of ſome people, 
who ſeem, as it were,to be ab- 
ſtrated from themſelyes, and. 
more deprived of their bodily 
ſenſes , then they ſhould be , 
if they onely Nlepr, yer in the 
mean time entertained with 
frange viſions. For unto ſuch 
allo appear the funilitudes of 
living and dead men : and 
when 
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when they come again to their 
ys Ei they 
ſaw any of the dead, men are 
aptto believe that in their ex- 
taſies they were really with | 
thoſe dead , not confidering 
how at the ſame jo A. 

their report, t alſo faw v+ 
thers ich =p alive, and 
far enough diſtant from them , 
and no way thinking of them, 
as I ſhall ſhew you by 
one notable example. A 
certain ordinary perſon of Tal- 
ly's incorporation , which is 
nigh unto Hippo , one Carina 
by name, a poor Officer in 
thar place, and ſcarce gor in» 
to the rank of a Danmvoir ; 
and anabſolute ruſtick befide, 
fell ſick, had his ſeafes quite ( 
taken from him , and lay fot 
ſome dayes in a manner dead, 
ye ſome little breath remain® | 
0g: 


G1 
ing in him, _ could hard- 
| cery laying ones 
Geet to his nofthrills _— ic 
ſerved for fomie ſlender token 
of life, fo as- he was not bu- 
ried as one abſolutely dead; 
he flicred not one member of 
his body , received no kind 
of — L. that while , 
ceived no » Either 
Foh or any _ ſenſe, XY 
pain ſoeyer they laboured to- 
him to ; yet is his yiſfion 
faw many things , whichat 
kngth after many dayes awa- 
king he reported. And firſt of 
all upon the very opening of 
his eyes, Let ſome body, quoth 
he, go to (wrina the Smiths 
bouſeand ſee what's to dothere; 


{ whither when the meſſenger 


1 


| 


ame, that Cari, viz. the 
Smich, was-found to be dead, 
in that yery moment _ 
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this other returned to his ſen(- 
es , ſeeming, as it were, to be 
reſtored from death to life. 
Then he told thole who ltood 
about him , that Csrms the 
Smith was commanded to ap» 

ar at the yery time, that 

imſelf was dithar ed, and 
that when he was diſmiſſed, 
in the place from whence he 
came, heard it ſaid , that 
not C#rina the Officer , but 
Curina the Smith was the man 
commanded to be brought 
unto thoſe places of the dead. 
In this wacke therefore of his, 
aSin a viſion, he may ſcem to 
haye conyerſed with the dead , 

ca to have'ſcen them treated , 
as doubtleffe they are , accord- 
ing to their ſeverall merits, 
And truly perhaps 1 ſhould 
have thought my elf, he had 
conyerſed with the yery fouls 


of 


- 


w 
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of the dead, if he had not 
alſo ſeen in that viſion ſundry 
which are yet alive , namely, 
ſame Churchmen of his own 
Countrey , by the Prieſt 
whereof he was told, that at 
Hippo he ſhould be baptized 
by me, which accordingly, he 
ſaid, was done. Whercfore in 
that viſion, it is clear, he ſaw 
both a Prieſt, certain of the 
Clergy , my ſelf ; none of 
us all as yetdead , as well as 
he ſaw ok that were dead. 
Why then might he not (ce 
us all bath dead and living , 
after one manner, that is, not 
preſent but abſent , not know- 
ing, but ignorant of what he 
aw, in a word, not in. our 
perſons, but in our fimili» 
tudes , even as he did the pla- 
cesallo ? For he ſaw the Feld 
where the Prieſt was, he faw 


not 
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not only the Clarks, butthe 
whole Ciey of Hippo it ſelf, 
where he was Baptized ; in 
which places py certainly he 
was not , for heknewnothi 

of what was done at Hippe 

that time , which he would 
have done doubtlefſe , if in- 
deed he had been there, All 
this therefore was but by the 
way of yifion, wherein thi 

paſſe notalwayes in themſelyes 
or in yerity of their ſubftance, 
bur are repreſented in Image 
or Similitude onely. Laſtly , 
after many other things which 
he faw , he told how he was 
taken up into Paradiſe , and 
that it was {aid to him, when 
he was diſmifſed and ready to 
return to his fnends, Go , Be 
Baptized , if eyer you will 
liveia this place: of the Blef 
ſed ; and whea they told him 
fur- 


, 
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further, that he muſt be Ba» 

ized by me , he anſwered , 
it was done already , bur hee 


who communed with him re- 


= Go, faith he, and be 
prized modeed , for all this 
thow haſt ſcen but in wiſion. 
After this , the man recoyer- 
edand came to Hippo, Ealter 
approching he delreved in his 
name among the relt of the 
Competents , unknown to me, 
and not much- caring, as it 
feems, totell his Vithon , &i- 
ther to my felf or any about 
me. Bur Baptized he was , 
2nd. when fe Holy-dayes 
were oyer, he went | Nh 4 

into hisown, and a r 
——_ it was, before Ts 
ſtood any of thele particulars, 
which 1 firſt leamed from a 
friend of mine and his , firting 
a table together and diſcour- 
fing 
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ſing of ſuch matters. Fhere- 
upoa I became my elf in- 
quiſitive concerning the buſi» 


ncſle, and cauſed him to |; 


make relation of the whole 
matter to my {elf in preſence 
of many honeſt men' ,- his 
fcllow Citizens , who them- 
ſelves teliified the firange 
ſickneſle which he had , and 
that for the ſpace of many 
dayes he lay as one dead, and 
what happened to that other 
Curins the Smith ; and 
when he re peated all things, 
as I have related , his neigh» 
bours - that Rood by , t- 
membred aad- teſtified that 
they had heard the ſame 
things from him before. 
Wherefore , as he ſaw his 
own Baptizing, and me, and 
the City of Hippo, the Church 
and the Font, not in the 
things 
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things themlelyes , or their 
very ſubſtance , © but by cer- 
tain fimwilitudes , fo allo did 
' he ſee many other. perſons 
alive, which neither knew not 
had thought of him, 
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ed perſons (which he law) not 
in their own perſons or ſub- 
ſtances , but in repreſentation 
onely , they themſelyes neither 
ſceing nor converſing with 
him ? Why ſhall we not ſay, 
that ſuch things as theſe may 
be the operations of ſome An- 
gels by order ofthe diyine pro- 
vidence , whois pleaſed to uſe 
both the and bad (yet 
both well ) according to the 
unſearchabie depth of his 
Judgments , whither mens 
minds be thereby inſtruſted 
or deceived , whither they be 
comforted or troubled , ac 
cording as every one is capable 
of puniſhment or —— 
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him whoſe Mercy and Judge- 
went both his Church worthi- 
ly celebrateth ? Bur let every 


' manjudge of this as hethinks 


beſt. Certainly , if the ſouls 
of the dead could be lo preſent 
in the affaires of the liring,and 
converte with us , as they teem 
to do _— in = . 
not to ſpeak of others, 

own Su Mother ——_—_ 
forbear me one night , who 
while ſhe lived , followed me 
both by Sea and Land to enjoy 
my company: for God forbid, 
that by bring Bleſſed her 
felf, ſhe ſhould be now leſs 
tender-hcarted towards me , 
that ſhe ſhould not , when any 
thing afflicts iny heart , corh- 
whom , when time was , ſhe 
loved with mot fingular affe* 
Gon , and could neyer endure 


ro 
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to ſee him grieved. But ſurely 
that ts moſt true , which the-. 
Plalmiſt faith , namely That 
' my Father and Mother have 
forſaken me . yet ewy Lord hath 
taken me wp. 1t then (as tle | 
Scripture faith ) our Father 
have forſaken us, how are 
ent with our affayres? how 
now they ourcares ? And if 
our Fathers themſelves are not 
preſent , do not know our af 
fairs , what are thoſe other 
dead , which 1d know 
them'? Itaias Prophet 
faith, Thou art our Father, 
becauſe eAbraham u« ignorant 
of #5 and [ſvacl knows us not, 
If tuch great Patriarch's were 
ignorant of what was done 
touching the people of their 
own polterity , yea to whom 
for their faith in God that 
people and poſterity were elpe- 
cially 


_ 
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cially promiſed, whocan think 
that the dead generally do 
mixe themſelves or meddle one 
way or other in theaffaires of 
the living? in what ſenle can 
we fay , it was happy for them 
who dyed before tuch or ſuch 
evils happened , if even after 
death they wereto be ſeaſible 
of the calamity.s of the times? 
or ſhall we peradyenture ſay, 
that the errour is on our part, 
who will needs ſuppoſe them 
to be at reſt, whom yer the 
reſtleſs or calamitous lifes of 
others here do indecd conti- 
nually diſquiet? Bur if ſo, what 
then would be the meaning, 
what ſpeciall fayour in thar 
promile which Gad Almighty 
made unto the good King Jo- 
fias , namely that hee ſhould 
dy before , that he ſhould ot 
D live 
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live to ſee the evills which were 
threatned unto that place and 
people ? The words of God 
are theſe, Thws ſaith onwr Lord 
the God of Iſracl , my words 
which thow baſt heard , and 
didft tremble before my face 
_ then heardeſt what 1 
againſt thus place and 

fre ' orb there- 
+ that it ſhould be forſaken, 
and become a Curſe , and haſt 
rent thy cloaths and wept be- 
fore me; I alſo have heard, 
faith our Lord , it ſhall not be : 
Behold I will gather thee wnto 
thy Fathers , and thou ſhalt be 
laced in peace , and thine eyes 
ſhall not ſee all the evils which 
1 will bring npon this place and 
the Inhabitants ;tbereof. This 
ood King was terrifyed with 
the threatnings of God All- 
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mi , had wept and tore 
nn Ae n —_—_ therefore 
aSto = own perion , ſecured 
inſt all thoſe calami 
ach were to come , Hh 
omile of a cimely death be- 
tore they came , and that he 
ſhould to reſt in peace, that 
none of all thoſe evills ſhould 
touch him . Therefore cer- 
tain it is, that the Spirits of 
men departed are there, where 
they neither know nor feel che 
accidents of this life. How then 
do they viſit their own ſe- 
pulchres ? how can they know 
whither their bodyes be bu- 
ryed or unburyed ? how can 
we make them parrake ofthe 
miſeryes of the living? Seeing 
if they be bad , they have 
enough to ſuffer of their own: 
if otherwiſe, they reſt in peace, 
b 3 (as 
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(as the good King Joſftas was 
to doe) having no lenle of eyill 

at all, cither in the way of 
paſſion or compaſſion, but as 
abſolutely free and diſcharged 
of whatloeyer concernes this 
world. 


Ty 
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Ut perhaps ſome will ſay, 
B* Ne dend have no _ 
for the living, why did that 
rich Glutton in the Goſpell, 
being himlelf in hell , pray 
Father Abraham to ſend La- 
zarus unto his five Brethren 
yet living in the world, and to 
deale wich them, lo as they 
might not come to that place 
of torment? But mult we needs: 
think that b:cxute Dives layd 
thus,that therefore he did know 
at that time what his Brethren 
did, or how their ſtate was? 
no yerily but we may think 
his care of the living (though 
he knew not particularly what 

D 3 they 
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they did) was ſuch, as our care 
for the dead is, who know 
not certainly eyther what t 
do, or — «Ay are = 
we have ſome kinde of care of 
them ; for it we had not, cer- 

Aainly we ſhow!d never pray for 
them. Neyther did Abraham 
ſend Lazarus unto them , but 
replyed, they have Moyſes and 
the Prophets, whom they 
ought to follow , to the end 
they came nc into thole places 
of torment. And if you obzeR, 
how could Abraham himſelf 
know that they had Moyſes & 
the Prophets, if the dead know 
nothing of the affayres of the 
world after death (tor Moyles 
and the Prophets were all af- 
ter Alraham : ) & how could 
he know that by oblerving the 
precepts of Moyles and the 

Pro- 
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Prophets men might eſcape 
hell , yea how could he know 
that this Dives had lived all 
his life loog in ryot and plea- 
fures, and poore Lazarus in 
paynes ? for ſo he tells him 
plainly , Son remember that 
thou Lat receive good things 
in thy life , and Lazarus like- 
wiſe evill: if I fay you con» 
clude,that therefore Abrahain, 
though dead,muſt neetls know 
many things done among the 
livicg; I hall anſ{were be did 
certainly know them , yet not 
then when they were a doing, 
or perhaps but newly done 1n 
the world , but afterwards, as 
he might by ſundry wayes,and 
particularly the ſtate of Dives 
and Lazarus he knew , not 
when Dives and Lazarus lived 
in the world , but afterwards 
D 4, when 


78 
when they were both dead, 
hee might learn it of Laza- 
rus ; leaſt otherwiſe that which 
the Propher ſaith might ſeem 
not to hold true , viz. that 
eAbraham knoweth us not, 
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He de- Herefore indeed it muſt 
how 2 4 beconfeſſed that thedcad 
ny wayet know not what 1s done here; 
may but this robe underſtood only 
_—_ while it is , as it were ,, a doing 
whatis here, or bur newly done, for 
cons in afterwards , as 1 tayd , they 
world, t may underltand it , namely by 
what thole who dying depart from 
they henceunto them ; but yer not 
tow. AI things whatloeyer , . but 
thoſe only which they are per- 

mitted 
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mitted to diſcloſe , yea which 
they are Sour to remem- 
ber , and may be neceſlary 
for others to know, The dead 
| allo may underſtand fome 
thing from thole Angels, whole 
office is to attend the affaires 
of this world , according as 
he ſees good and expedient for 
them to know , to whom all 
things are {ubjze&t. For unleſs 
there were ſome Angells,which . 
converied both with the dead 
and the living , our Lord Je- 
ſus would not have fayd, it 
came to 2 that the beggar 
died and was carryed of the. 
eAngels into «Abrahams bo» 
ſame... Therefore they. could 
be now here, now there , ſee- 
ing as God would haye it, 
they were uſed to carry him 
from hence unto the place of 
D 5 his 
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hisreſt. The ſouls of the dead 
allo may know ſome things 
by divine Revyelation ,- either 
of ſuch things as be neceſſary 
for them to know , or at leatt 
not neceflary to be unknown, 
and this not only of things paſt 
or preſent , but of thoſe alſo 
which are to come , even as 
in times paſt not all men m 

all were made acquainted 
with the Secrets of God , but 
only Prophets. and fuch other 
holy men while they lived, and 
they not every one of them 
knowing all things, burevery 
one ſome, according as the Di- 
vine Providence was pleafed 
to reveale. And that ſome 
of the dead alſo may be fent 
untothe living , the Scripture 
it ſelf doth teftifie , (as contra- 


.rity S, Paul from among the 
Liying 


Jr 
' Living was rapt up irito Pa« 
radiſe) for ſo we read, tie 
Prophet Samuel aftet he was 
_—_ appeared unto Kin 
Saul yer hying , and foretold 
him things to come. "Ts true, 
there ate loie that fay , it 
was = _ _ f that 
2 , whocould not, t 
rn have been fo —_— 
with magicall charmes , but 
rather ſome evill Spirit ready 
and apt for ſuch buſineſs bor- 
rowed his ſhape. But the book 
we call Ecclefhaſticus , written 
as *cis commonly faid by Je- 
ſus the Son of Sirach, but for 
reſemblance of flile and elo- 
quence not unlike to be Solo- 
mons own work , in the praiſes 
of holy men ayes of Samuel, 
that being dead he Prophecyed: 
Bur if again you extenuate the 
autho= 


Deur: 
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authoricy of this book with 


the Jewes (becauſe they fay it; 


is not in their Canon ) yet at 
leaft concerning Moyles no 
doubt can be made , but that in 
Deuteronomy he is related to 
be both dead and buryed, 
and yet in the Golpell to have 
appeared unto the living , to- 


either with Elias , who as yet. 


15 not dead. 
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Ence allo we anſwer an 
other queſtion,viz,,what 
may be 1aid of the Martyrs , 
who by the fawvonrs which are 


granted unto ſuch as pray nnto , rarours 


them do declare themlclyes obreined 
both to underſtand and to haye 27, 2"*Y 
care of our affairs, if the dead Saints. 
know not art all what the liy- 

log do ? for 'tis certain, and we 

know it by report of witneſſes. 
beyond exception, that when 

the City of Nola was befiedg- 

ed by the Barbarians,the Blel> gains 
{ed Confeſſour Felyx,not onely appear 
by the effects of his particular jguny 
fayours , but even rfonally ſome- 
and in plain yiew did appear - FS 
unto many good people inha+ voexeds 
biting that City, whom he had 


for- 
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formerly dearly loyed. But it 
muſt be ſaid, that ſuch things 
as thoſe happen mir2culouſly , 
and are farre different ſtom the 
uſuall coutle, which God hath 
appointed unto the nature of all 
ſorts of things. For becauſe our 
Lord turned once water into 
wine, we mult not therfore for» 
get what the nature of water 
19,2nd what its proper virtue mM 
the order of elements is, not 
becauſe Lazarms role 2gan 
from death, that thercfore & 
yery man that dyerh may riſe 
again when he will, or rhat a 
dead man is raifed by no-great- 
er power, then another is + 
wakened ont of fleep. For to 
ſpeak according to the lirmits 
and condition of mans nate 
nr it {df is one thing, andto 
fpeak according as God i 


pleal- 


g 
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pleaſed to demonſtrate his d\- 
vine power in it is another: and 
the things which come to paſſe 
naturally and as it were by 
conſtant courſe are of one fort, 
and thoſe which are done mi- 
raculouſly by God are of ar 
other ; yet is God alwayes a(- 
filtant unto nature; withour 
whom. it could not be, and in 
miracles themſclyes nature is 
not abſolutely excluded , be- 
cauſe at leaft 7» ber though not 


; byher they are wrought. We 
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muſt not therefore imagine , 
that the dead do ordinarily and 
of courſe mix thernfelyes in the 


affairs of the living, becauſe - 
th: Martyrs do ſomtimes ſhew «, 


ow mis. 
cles 


themfelyes prefent, for the cur- ** 
ing or help of forme particalar by og. 


rfons : rather vve are co ig eo 


ow, it is by diyine power 
privi- 


Saints. 


36 


priviledge & diſpenſation that 

the Martyrs themſelves are 

reſent with us at any time , 

_— the dead generally & 

by any yertue of their own na- 

ture cannot be ſo. Althontgh I 
confeſle to determine in what 

rticular manner the Martyrs 

Heie he do helpthem, who for certain 

gunes: are helped by the CMar- 

er bow tJr5,is a mater farre above my 
wiracles : . : : k: 

Beech. Capacity : that is to ſay, whi- 

reined ther the Martyrs be preſent in 
<4 their own perſons at the ſame 
Saines* time in fo divers and farre di- 
ſtant places as their Aſemories 

are,or that they otherwiſe hap» 

n to ſhew themſelyes : or 

whither that God Almighty , 

the Martyrs abiding alwayes 

in that place which is appoimt- 

ed for their merits , farrere- 

mote from the conyerſation of 

men 


— _— 
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men, yer praying generally for 
the necefſicies of thole who pray 
wato th:m . \n the lame manner 
as we pray for the dead (to 
whom we are neyer prelent , 
nor know where they be , or 
what they do) or I ſay, whi- 
ther that God Almighty him- 
ſelt, who is every where prelent, 
though not as joyned to us nor 
as divided from us, hearing 
the prayers which the Mar- 

rs make, doth by the mini- 

y of Angels, which he (ends 
abroad into all places, exhi- 
bite tuch comforts unto people 
againſt the mileries of this life, 
as he ſeeth to be molt expedi- 
ent, who by his woadertull 


power and goodneſle giveth vie, 
teſtimony unto the merits 0 _ 
4 r 
his Martyrs both where, and a 
| when, and how he pleaſeth , !-dged 
| bysS. 
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_ but chiefly at their memories, 


mory As knowing this in his divine 

_—_— wildome, to be moſt expedi- 
of Saints ent for the Confirmation and 

_— Exaltation of the Faith of 

confir- Chriſt, for which the Martyrs 
m_— ſuffered. This I ſay _ 
much higher then I can reac 

unto, more abſtruſe and difh- 

cult then I can ſearch out ; and 

therfore which of the rwo it be, 

or Whither perhaps both of the 

may not be true, vz.. that 

ſometimes by the yeryprelence 

of the Manyrs themlelyes, 

and fometimes again by An- 

els perlonating the Martyrs 

eſe ng _ be lore 1 

dare not determine : I defwe 

rather to learn ſuch things of 

thoſe who know them ; For 

lome there are ſurely who do 

know them, as there be ſome 


others 


— 
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others allo perhaps, who think 

do,but do not. For doube- 
lefle ſuch things as theſe are 
the Free Gifts of God, who 
liberally beftoweth them as he 
pleaſeth, ſome to one, ſoine to 
cacther , according to that of 


feſtation of the ſpirit is given 7,6 
to every one for ihe r wel. 7; 


one ſaith he, is given by - 


ſpirit the word of wiſdome : 

and to another the word of 
howledge according to the 
ſame ſpirit, To another faith 
inthe [ame ſpirit : to another 
the grace of doing cures you 


ſpirit : to an other wor kong of 
miracles ; to an other kimds of 


tongues ; to another propheſie , 


q 7047 other di iſcerning of ſpi- 


rits; to an other imterpreta- 
tron of tongues, And all 
theſe 


the Apolile laying The mani= 1 Con 13 
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theſe worketh one and the ſame 
ſpirit , dividing to every one 
according as he will. Of all 
which ſpirituall Gifts re> 
coned up by the Apolile , he 
that hath the drſcerning of i Jo 
rits , he onely is the man w 
knoweth the things we ſpeak 

of, as they ought to be known, 


W_——_—Yx 
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Cnuare, XVII. 


—_— 


Nd ſuch moſt probably 
was that Holy Perſon 
John the Monk , whom the 
_ Emperour Theodofins 
Elder was pleaſed to con- 
ſulr concerning the event of 
the civill war : for this man 
had alſo the gift of Propheſie; 
2s I doubt not concerning = 
| gifts bur as eyery one mig t 
have any one 1n particular How. 
| ind alone, To, as it pleaſed — 
God, ſome one had many ; 2$ monks 
this Fohn tor example.of whom 
tis recounted , that a certain 
woman very deyout and reli- 
gious, being as it were paſſio* 
( tately deſirous to fee him,and 
abouring by her husband to 
procure ut {ſome way or other 
with 
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with the Holy man, it not be 
ing his manner to admit the 
converſation of women upon 
any terms, he retaſed, but yer 
Go, laith he, tell your wife ſhe 
ſhall ſee me at night , but it 
ſhall be in her ſleep; and 6 
ſhe did. The good man ap- 
__ her, and infiruted 

rin allthe duties of a faiths 
full wife, as ſhe her ſelf, as 
ſoon as ſhe did awake , told 
her husband , deicribing the 
man of God to him, in ſuch 
form and ſhape as he knew 
| him to have, This truly 1 have 
heard reported by one , who 
had it from the parnies them 
ſelves, a grave and honourable 


The . 
perfonage,and worthy, thank, 
how ap- of all credic. Bur as to the 
are made Matter, if 1 my ſelf had eyer 


ſeen that Saintly Monk, ( 23 
report 


- 
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report of him, that he was a 
man of molt ſweet conyerſa- 
tion, and wont moſt patiently 
to hear what men propound- 
ed to him, and moſt wiſely to 
give anſwer ) I would haye 
enquired of him ſomething 
pertaining to this queſtion , 
that is, Whither himſelf, er 
(whuch is all one) his ſpirit in 
the figure of his body ti in- 
deed comme unto that woman in 
her ſleep, in ſuch manner as we 
men dream of our felyes in 
the ſhape of our bodies ; or 
elſe that himſelf being other- 
wiſe buſted, or ſleeping , yea 

haps dreaming too, this vt- 

n happened to the woman 
by an el or by ſome other 
means, and that he by the ſp 
rit of prophecy knowing be- 
fore-hand when ſuch a vifton 
ſhould 
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ſhould be vouchlated unto hers 
was pleaicd by a kind of pro- 
mile thereof, ro gratific che 
deſires of that good woman, 
For it himſelf in perſon were 
preſent atthe time of that yi- 
ſ:on, certainly it was by ſpeci- 
all, na wondertull grace 
and priviledge, that he ſo was, 
not nature , Or any pro 

faky of his own. And wi 
ther the woman law him per» 
lonally and really preſent or 
no, yet ſurely ſomething of like 
nature 1t Was, to that we reade 
of inthe Atts of the Apoſtles 
concerning Saul, of whom our 
Lord Jelus {peaking to eAnd- 
wias tells him, that Sax! had 
ſeen gAnanias coming to hn, 
&c. when as eAnanias bim- 
ſelf as yet knew not Sax/. nor 
any thing of the bufineſſe, Yea 


and 
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and which way foeyer of theſe 
that man of God ſhould have 
anſwered me,I would yet have 
proceeded further with bim 
concerning the Martyrs , and 
asked him, in what manner it 
is that they are preſent, either 
in mens fleep or otherwiſe, to 
ſuch perſons as hayethe fayour 
to {ce them fometunes , viz. 
wheo and how they pleat, and 
chiefly how they are preſent , 
when devils in mens bodics do 
cry.out , contefſing that they 
are cormented by them, and 
do belecch the Magrryrsto (pare 
them ; or whether tuch things 


yet inthe honour-angd com- 


Why 
God Ab. 


| bedone indeed:and inumediate- yl] 
| ly by Angelicall powers one- eth þie 


avours 
ac the 


meadation of Martyrs,as God —_—_— 
5 pleaſed to command, for the cerceſh, 


good of us mea, the Martyrs 9” of 
E them 


Mar:ycs- 
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themſelves in the mean time re- 
maining in perfe@ reſt, attend- 
ing wholly unto an other and 
much better yiſioa , wherein 
though ſeparated from us, 
their charities ceaſe not to pray 
for us. 

—_ For of a truth at the Martyrs 

—-—— Gervaſius and Protaſius in 

a _ Millain, the deyils did expreſ(- 

Martyrs. ly and by name confeſle ( be- 

ſides ſundry perſons that were 
deceaſed ) Saint Ambroſe Bi- 
ſhopof theplace, who was 

St hen alive, and entreated that 

ſent 10r- he would ſparethem , yet was 


ment de 1. "© that time bufſied elſe» | 


polled where about other matters and 
knew nothing of that which 
paſſed. Now ſtppoſing thele 

things to be done , ſometimes 

as I have ſaid, by the Martyrs 
themſelyes preſent, and ſome- 

times 
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times by the preſence of An« 
gels, by what figns they ma 

be diſcerned or diſtinguiſhed 
the one from the other , none 
I ſuppoſe, can certainly know 


or determine, but he onely who 


hath the proper gift thereof, 
which oft i diltribured unto 


eyery one who hath it , by the 
Spirit of God , according as 


bimfelf pleaſeth. That holy , 
|= "tis yery like would Par 


man fo 
have fatished me in all thee 


points ; at-leaſtthus far, that wixed 
either by his reaching me. 1 


ſhould have learnt, and percet- 


yed the things I heard to be PT: 


true, or elſe not being able to 
percezve them my felt, I ſhould 
yet believe them upon his cre- 
dit, who did both know them, 
and afhrm them to be ſo. Nay, 
if perchance he ſhould anſwer 

E 3 me 
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mc out of holy Scripture, and 
lay Enquire not of things tos 


Keelu3 þ,oh for thee, ſearch not after 


thrugs that be too bard, but 
what our Lord hath commang- 
ed thee, think on that alwayes , 
yer even this alſo 1 ſhould 
take in, good part. For furely, 
there being many things fo 
obſcure and intricate , that we 
can hardly ex to attain 
them om higli » Bt 
ſhould be no fmall adyantage, 
bur to know clearly and cer- 
tainly that they are not to be 
enquired turther after: as when 
a man ſtudies hard to learn 
athing,which he fuppoleth per- 
haps will be much for hizpro- 
fie, yer I chink it doth him no 
harm, when an other man 
rightly informs him , how to 
do as well withour it. 

CnaP, 
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| © conclude therefore , 
things ſanding thus as 
hath been 1aid, we are not to 1- 
magine that any thing we do 
for the dead doth profit them, 
ſaye that onely which we beg 
for them of Almighty (God , 
by the ſacrifices which we yam, 
make to him on their behalf , Almes, 
that is to ſay, by the Hol =. 
Sacrifice of the eAltar, by po_ 
eAlmes , or by onr own pray —— 
ers : yea eyen thele adyantage — 
not all for whom they are. Auſtia. 
made , but ſuch onely., whoſe p,,,er, 
former life hath deleryed and Maſe 
| that fuch good offices ſhould - + 
=_ them after death.. Bur profic 


i . | 
auſe we our felyes diſcern {ig who 


not certainly among the dead, died in 
EB 3 who Graces - 


TOO 


who are ſuch, and who are 
not ſuch, it is thought more 
expedient to do thele things 
in generall for all the fait 

full departed , to the intent 
that none be omitted to whom 


_— ſuch fayours may of right be- 


long. For jt is much better, 
if it fo fall out, that ſome 
thing ſuperfluous be done in 
regard ef thoſe who receive 


neither good nor harm by 


them , then that any thing ne- 


ceſſary ſhould be wantng to 
thoſe who haye need. Hows 
beit every man performeth 
theſe things with more dili- 
nce and deyotion for his 
panticular fnends then other« 
wife ; as expeQting the ſame 
meaſure of Charity after- 
wards from his own, Bur 
as to this matter of _— 
an 
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and all that folemaity whic 
we uſe abour interring the bo- 
dy , whatſoever is ſpent or 
done that way it is no ſuc- 
cour or falyation to the ſoul , 
but an office of pure humani- 
agreeable unto and iſſuing 
To that aftection , whereby 
all men naturally loye cherry 
own fleſh, yea andthink it rea- The fina 
ſonable , that in ſome caſes a **(*lvd- 
man ſhould have care of his queſtion, 
neighbours body , as well as {© 
.\ of his own, and in this cale e= carefully 
ſpecially,when the ſpiritis gone c_— 
to whom it did belong , when and al® 
time was, to uphold and go- _—_ 
yern it, And truely if they places 
who believe nor the refurre&ti- 22& | 
on of the fleſh , do yet per+ Martyrs, 
form ſuch things to their dead, 27%, 
how much more ought we to __ re 
do ſo who belicye not onely are the 
that oma 


—— 


® 
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that the dead body ſhall riſe 
again and live forever, but 
that the performance of ſuch. 
good offices towards them is 
it (elf in ſome ſort a teftime= 
ny of that Faith. But that we 
bury them at the Jemories 
of the Martyrs ,as I lave faid. 
before, in this reſpect onely it 
ſeems to me toadyantage the 
dead, namely. that thereb 

the affeftion of his friends 
praying for him and commend- 


ing him to the Patronage of. . 


= martyrs, may be increat- 
ca, 

Thus haye you my anſwer, 
framed as well as Icould, un- 
to fych points as you thought 
expedient to enquire .of- me : 
if ut ſeems oyerlong, I deſire 
you would pardon me, and 


unpute it to the delight - 
Ar* 


ro3 


affection I haye to hold dif- 
| courſe with you. As for the 
book it ſelf, 1 intrear your ye- 
nerable Charity would let me 
| know by your lerters ere long 
what you think of it, I be- 
| lieve, it will be much more 
| welcome for the bearer's ſake, 
| viz,, our Brother and fellows 
| Prieſt Candidianus , whom 
for the report your letters 
| gave of him, I reccived with 
 'all affeftion, and diſmiſſed 
again as much int m 
| KTP For als bo _—_ 
comforted us with his preſence 
in Chriſts Charity ; andto 
{peak bur the truth, I compli- 
ed with your defires much 
upon his inſtance, For in- 
deed your letters found me fo 
diſtracted with other cares , 
that you may attribute not a 
little 
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little to his daily folliciting 
and minding me thereof ,.if 

you receive any com- 
petent aniwer to your | 
queſtion. | 


* 


Dro Gratias. 


